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SECRET STATE 108504 

LIMDIS FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM UNA 


FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM PARIS DATED APRIL 25, 1978 SENT 
SECSTATE WASHDC INFO NDJAMENA, TRIPOLI, NIAMEY, YAOUNDE, 
CAIRO, KHARTOUM, LAGOS, DAKAR, DIA WASHDC IS REPEATED TO 
YOU: QUOTE 

SECRETPARIS 13369 


LIMDIS 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, CH, ER 

SUBJ: CHAD SITUATION: GLOOMY VIEW FROM THE ELYSEE 


1. ON APRIL 25 CHARGE ACCOMPANIED BY POLITICAL OFFICER 
CALLED ON PRESIDENT GISCARD'S ADVISOR ON AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS, RENE JOURNIAC, EOR A DISCUSSION OF RECENT 
CHAD DEVELOPMENTS. JOURNIAC, NEVER KNOWN FOR HIS 
OPTIMISM IN ANY CASE, WAS PARTICULARLY GLOOMY ABOUT THE 
CURRENT CHAD SITUATION WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS "VERY 
BAD." ERENCH TROOPS CAN TAKE ON FROLINAT SOLDIERS 
WELL ENOUGH, HE SAID, BUT THEY CAN'T DO THE JOB ALONE 
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AND AETER THE COLLAPSE AT FAYA THERE IS ALMOST NO CHAD 
ARMY TO SPEAK OF. THE FRENCH IN NDJAMENA ARE PRESSING 
THE GOC TO PROVIDE RECRUITS FOR TRAINING BUT THE 
GOC CAN'T COME UP WITH THE MEN. IN THE PRESENT SITUA- 
TION NO ONE WANTS TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT. 
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2. THE REAL PROBLEM, HOWEVER, IS LESS IN THE PURELY 
MILITARY SITUATION WHICH FRENCH TROOPS MAY WELL BE ABLE 
TO STABILIZE, BUT IN THE DETERIORATION OE THE POLITICAL 
CLIMATE BEHIND THE DEEENSE LINE. POWERFUL RADIO TRANS- 
MITTERS ARE BROADCASTING FROLINAT PROPAGANDA OUT OF 
LIBYA TO GOOD EFFECT. THERE HAVE BEEN ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
AND ANTI-ERENCH DEMONSTRATIONS IN A NUMBER OE PLACES 
AND THE SITUATION IN ABACHE AND NDJAMENA WHERE THERE 
ARE LARGE MUSLIM POPULATIONS IS PARTICULARLY WORRI- 
SOME. (JOURNIAC DESCRIBED NDJAMENA AS 80 PER CENT MUSLIM.) 
A GENERAL STRIKE HAS BEEN CALLED EOR THURSDAY. SECURITY 
COULD GET OUT OE HAND IN NDJAMENA WHICH JOURNIAC SAID 
WAS DEEENDED ONLY BY TWO COMPANIES OF SOLDIERS AND DID 
NOT HAVE EEFECTIVE POLICE. 

3. JOURNIAC SAID THAT THE VISIT OE LIBYAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER TURAYKI TO PARIS HAD PRODUCED THE COMMUNICA- 
TION EROM QADHAEI TO EROLINAT CHARGING IT WITH HAVING 
BROKEN THE CEASEEIRE, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT OTHERWISE 
PRODUCTIVE. TURAYKI HAD TAKEN A EIRM POSITION ACCUSING 
MALLOUM OF RESPONSIBILITY EOR THE CONTINUED DETERIORA- 
TION OE THE SITUATION BY NOT ADHERING TO THE SEBHA 

AND BENGAZI AGREEMENTS. LIBYAN SUPPORT OP FROLINAT 
CONTINUES UNABATED. 

4. JOURNIAC SAID THE FRENCH GOAL ALL ALONG HAS BEEN TO 
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STABILIZE THE MILITARY SITUATION SO THAT A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION COULD TAKE PORM. UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES 
A SOLUTION THROUGH SHUPPLING THE CHAD GOVERNMENT 
SEEMS OUT OF THE QUESTION. IN ITS PRESENT WEAKENED 
STATE THERE IS LITTLE INTEREST AMONG POLITICAL FIGURES 
IN RALLYING TO THE GOVERNMENT. AND AFTER ITS 
MILITARY AND NOW POLITICAL/SUBVERSIVE SUCCESSES 
EROLINAT APPEARS LESS WILLING THAN EVER EOR COMPROMISE. 

5. ON THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL JOURNIAC SAID THAT 
PRENCH ACTIONS IN SUPPORT OP THE GOC WERE APPROVED BY 
MODERATE AFRICAN STATES WHICH SEE LIBYA AS THE AGENT 
OP RUSSIA IN NORTHERN APRICA. NONE SEEM WILLING OR 
ABLE, HOWEVER, TO EXERT EPPECTIVE PRESSURE ON LIBYA. 
NIGERIA MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO DO SO IN THE LONGER 
TERM AND SHOULD DO SO BECAUSE IT IS CLEARLY NOT IN 
NIGERIA'S INTEREST TO HAVE A RADICAL REVOLUTIONARY 
CHAD NEXT DOOR. 

6. CHARGE REVIEWED BRIEPLY WHAT WE HAD TRIED TO DO 

TO HELP CHAD IN THE WAY OP MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND NOTED 
THAT THERE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ANYTHING FURTHER WHICH 
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WE COULD DO AT THIS TIME. JOURNIAC ACCEPTED THIS WITH- 
OUT COMMENT, BUT SUGGESTED THAT WE MIGHT HELP CHAD BY 
USING OUR INFLUENCE WITH THE NIGERIANS TO EXPLAIN THE 
REALITIES OF THE SITUATION THERE. GAMMON UNQUOTE VANCE 
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